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PREFATORY NOTE 


This is the ninth of a series of reports being issued by the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics, presenting results secured from new enumerative sample 
surveys of farm wages and farm wage rates. The surveys were planned and conducted 
under the general direction of Conrad Taeuber, Office of the Chief, by a Bureau- 
wide Committee, with Louis J. Ducoff as Chairmah. Members of the Wage Project 
Committee are as follows: Glen T. Barton, Emerson M. Brooks, Charles F. Cannell, 
Charles A. Gibbons, Margaret Jarman Hagood, Roger F. Hale, Earl E. Houseman, 
Barbara B. Reagan. The State Agricultural Statisticians cooperated in conducting 
the field operations of the surveys. 
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The surveys inciude collection of information on wages and wage rates of 
seasonal farm workers in special crop areas of various States. This report pre- 
sents the information obtained on farm workers living in four USDA Labor Supply 
Centers in the north-central part of California. In addition to reports on wages 
of harvest workers in special crop areas, other reports are being issued pre- 
senting wage and related information for all hired farm workers, both regular and 
seasonal, on the basis of the national surveys. 
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WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SRASONAL FARM WORKERS AT 
SELECTED USDA LABOR SUPPLY CENTERS IN NORTH 
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA, AUGUST-OCTOBER 1945 


SUMMARY 


During the fall of 1945 surveys of employment and earnings were made at 
four USDA Labor Supply Centers in north-central California. In these surveys 
the information secured on time worked and earnings related to all employment, 
farm and non-farm, secured by the workers during the survey week. 


The first survey was made at the Yuba City center at the height of the 
peach harvest. Though employment was at its peak, work was still somewhat 
irregular. Peach pickers worked an average of 39 hours a week, 5.2 days of 7.7 
hours each. The average length of time worked in other crops was considerably 
higher. Almond pickers averaged 54 hours work during the week. 


Approximately one-third of the workers at this camp were paid on a time 
basis. The usual rate was either 85 cents or $1 an hour though a few workers 
at food-processing plants were paid less than 70 cents an hour. Peach picking 
was most frequently paid for at le cents a box, the ceiling rate, though approxi- 
mately 20 percent of the workers reported that they were paid more than this 
amount, as is permitted by the wage ceiling procedures. The pay for prune picking, 
for which there were no ceilings, ranged from 20 cents to 45 cents a 50-pound box. 


Average earnings per worker at the Yuba City center were $38.20 for the 
survey week, This figure included ‘the earnings of a large number of women and 
children. Adult males earned an avarage of 92 cents an hour or $42.0 for the 
week. 


Workers at three othsr camos, Westley, Thornton, and Viinters, were 
surveyed from 5 to 7 weeks later in the season. The early fall rains set in 
during the week of the first of those surveys and farm work was hampered for the 
rest of the season by morning dew and other adverse weather conditions. Tomato 
picking was the chief operation but a number of workers picked grapes or walnuts. 
Tomato pickers at the Vestley camp averaged only 19.5 hours of work during the 
survey week; those at Thornton, 26.3 hour; and at Winters, 33.6 hours. Other 
farm workers, with the exception of grape pickers, put in slightly longer hours. 

-The most common hourly rate of pay of workers in these camps was $1, and 
the next most common was 8&5 cents. The rate most frequently paid for picking 
tomatoes was 20 cents per 50-pound lug with a range of from. 17 to @l cents. 


Average earnings of workers at the Westley center were $33.30 for the week. 
This figure, however, included earnings of workers in canning plants and packing- 
houses who were less affected by weather. Those who did farm work averaged only 
$26.40 and the tomato pickers, $20.20. 


Work at the other two camps was not slowed so directly by rain but rather 
by the morning dews that follow them. Average carnings per worker at the Thornton 
camp were $30.30 for the survey week and ut Winters, $45,70. 


Average earnings per family unit for the week were $87 at Yuba City; 
$75.50 at Thornton; $65 at Winters; and $60.90 at Westley, The difference is not 
all attributable to the weather. School had started before the last three 
surveys were made and fewer children were doing farm work. 
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WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS AT 
SELECTED USDA LABOR SUPPLY CENTERS IN NORTH 
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA, sUGUST-OCTOBER 19h5 


USDA Labor Supply Centers in north-central California are “located con- 
veniently to take care of heavy seasonal labor demands. The centers at Yuba 
City and Gridley are located in the "Peach Bowl," important production area 
for canning peaches. They are year-round camps bus are especially busy during 
the peach harvest which comes to a sharp peak during the latter part of 
August and the first of September. The Winters camp in Yolo County is most 
active during the apricot season in June and July but also fills up in October 
with workers who harvest tomatoes, almonds, and walnuts. The camp at Thorn 
ton in San Joaquin County is most active from the time of the pea and cherry 
harvests in May until the end of the grape and tomato harvests in October, 

The Westley and Ceres camps in Stanislaus County are located in a heavy peach- 
producing area but a variety of field and truck crops are also grown there. 
The first is a year-round camp occupied mostly by seasonal workers while the 
one at Ceres is occupied by resident workers who either have year round em- 
ployment or change jobs with the seasons. 


Timing of the surveys.--Surveys of employment and earnings of the 
workers in each of four of these camps were made during September and October 
195, At Yuba City, data were obtained from one household in four. Reports 
were secured from a higher proportion in the other camps as there were fewer. 
families in them. The camps surveyed, date of survey, and size of sample 
were as follows: 


Yuba City, week of August 25 - Sept. 1, 195 -- 25% sample of households; 
Westley, week of October 1 - 8, 191,55 -- 35% sample of households; 
Thornton, week of October 1h = 20, 195 -= }}0% sample of households; 
Winters, week of Yctober ly - 20, 1945 -- 10% sample of households. 7 


The Yuba City camp also housed 1)/}0 Mexican Nationals, but no attempt 
was made to obtain data from then. 


The Yuba City camp is centrally located to‘supply workers to the im- 
portant peach-producing locality in Sutter and Yuba Counties. The peach 
harvest lasts for only a few weeks during the latter part of August and first 
of September but is the major farm activity in north-central California during 
that season, It attracts workers from all parts of the Pacific Coast, for 
earnings ordinarily are good and both men and women are employed. ~ 


The survey at the Yuba City center was made at the height of the peach 
harvest. Field men of the Agricultural Extension Farm Labor Offices esti- 
mated ‘that 1,750 workers were employed in this harvest during the week the 
survey was made (table 1). By the following weck employment in this crop had 
dropped to 41,100 workers and in 2 weeks was down to 600, 


The surveys at the other camps were madd during the harvest period — 
for grapes, tomatoes, and walnuts (table 2). The work was hampered by fall 
rains which were somewhat earlier than usual but not entirely unexpected 


== 


at this season. According to U. S. ‘eather Dureau reports, the rain that 

fell from October 6 to La in the various parts of the atea Bérved by these 

camps ranged from 1 to 14 inches, if The resulting loss in grapes and tomatoes 
amounted to several millions of dollars. To farm workers it meant inter- 
mittent employment. They lost several days work during the rains; thereafter 
early morning dews prevented them from getting into the fields until 9 or 

10 otclock in the morning, or even later, Grape and tomato pickers were more 
affected than those who worked in other crops. 


Table 1.--Estimated number of seasonal farm workers employed in Sutter and 
Yuba Counties during weeks ending wer 18 and 25 and September 1, 8, and 15, 


195. 1/ 


Number of workers employed during week ending: 


Crop Aug, 15 “Aug, 25 Bapue 4 ey Sept. G Sept. 15. 

Total 3,175 6,140 ~ 1 © 6,666 6,250 2,950 
Peaches Meris ac 1.750 1, 750 1,100 800 
Prunes - ie eg 900 1,950 1,950 
Hops ifait® 725 750 : ke bf 
Almonds ; 18 Ju 0 ct paved win wae dhe 200 ah ors 0/8) 200 
Other di S10 - - . - “ 


oe x D 
Labor Pe 


I/ Data from "California veekly Yarn 
Agricultural Extension Service, Farm Labor Pro 


af 1 week of survey at Yuba City camp which serves thi 


orts, published ine California 
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Table 2.--Estinated number of seasonal farm’ workers employed in Sacramento, 
Yolo, Solano, San Joaquin, and Stanislaus Counties during weeks ending Sep- 
tember 29, October 6, 13, 20, and 27, 1945. if 


Number of workers employed during week ending: 


Crop SO Si i la TOE eb ae tn OSte en 


BOER be energy AOD sie LS TER foe het iadasdies Dy eh 
Tomatoes =~. 14,600 Te erie. fo a ye eats) 17,050 17,000 
Grapes 7,860 9,760 9,000 8,500 TOGu 
Almonds 2,200 ees. 1,850 1,100 800 
Walnuts 1150 2,500 2,800 2,800 2,600 
Hay 2,020 2,120 1,620 1,000 goo 
Sugar beets 2,410 2,160 2 1450 2 1450 2,150 
Other | hae 55 D855 1,900 Le Leo L,,360 


T7 Date from "California Weekly Farm Labor Report” published by California 
~ Agricultural Extension Service, Farm Labor Project. 

e/ Week of survey at Westley Camp. 

3/ Wi eek of survey &@t Thornton and Winters Camps. 


U. S. Dept. of Commerce, “eather Bureau, “Veather and crop conditions in 
California for the month of October, 195." 
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Number and type of workers surveyed.--The survey in the Yuba City camp 
covered 78 family Eroups, containing IBl Ta rm workers. There were 290 family 
groups in the camp and a total of 1,525 residents. The average number of 
workers per family group surveyed was 2,3, and the average size of family 
groups, 5.4 members, Evidently it was usual for somes members of a family group 
not to do farm work even at the height of the season. No check was made as to 
the age or sex of non-working members of the family, but probably most of them 
were children below working age. 


The survey at Westley covered 47 family groups and a total of 80 farm 
workers, an average of 2.2 workers per'family. There were 98 families in the 
camp and a total camp population of 08, or l,.2 members per family. 


At the Thornton camp 67 workers were interviewed. They were members 
of 31 familiés,; an everage of 2.2 workers per family. 


At Winters 60 workers were covered, an average of 1.8 workers for each 
of the 44 families surveyed. 


The sample was ‘taken so as to obtain a cross-section of all the workers 
in each camp. qual proportions were taken from among the more permanent 
workers who lived in apartments and other year-round housing units, and from 
among the more transient workers who lived in metal shelters and tents. 


Age and sex of the workers.--The number of working males in these camps 
exceeded the working females by 50 percent. The difference was not so great. 
among the workers in the 18-to-ljj-year age group as it was among the younger 
and older workers In the 18 -to-hh group the males exceeded the females by 
only <5 percent, Bae the number of boys under 18 exceeded the girls by 116 per- 

cent, and the number of. men over 45 exceeded the women over that age by 170 
ee (table 3). Most ficld work near these Sane is rather heavy for women 
and only the moro able-bodied do it, 


Table 4.--Sex and age of workers surveyed in USDA Labor Supply Centers at Yuba 
City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, Fall, 195. 


Weeeend- sex. y Vuoe City... om 
groups :Number: Percent ::Number:percent: Number: SPRERE Number: Percent 
Mex es i 5 
[. tena) 14 100 LS 100 38 100 + ho 100 
Under 18 pau aie 8 18 > 1s 5 ie 
18 - hh 59 50 23 51 19 50 26 65 
LS = over ely el Ws 31 4 37 9 23 
Females ip 
Total 67 100 45 100 * 29 100 20 100 
Under 18 ip 16 Dh 1k ¢ eh x 5 
18 - Lh LS 67 cad if 17 oP, 16 80 


5 - over La legac A Sooo) -aiapen iteaaansiil 


c 
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Approximately half the male workers in these camps were in the age group 
18-5 while two-thirds. of the females wore in that group. “At the Yuba City 
camp, male workers ranged in age from 9 years to 68. The range in ages was 
less marked among women; the youngest was 10 and the oldest, 50. The range in 
ages at the other camps’ was’similar except that tho youngest workers ordinarily 
were from 12 to ll years otd. hers 


The number of workers under 18 years of age varied somewhat with the 
type of onerations involved. In harvesting such crops as prunes, tomatoes, and 
almonds, children and youth could work to good advantage whereas they could 
not in harvesting rice, hay, or grapes, or in tractor operation, trucking, or 
loading. 


Operations performed.--As the survey was made at the Yuba City camp 
close to the height of the peach harvest, 72 of the 181 workers enumerated at 
this camp were picking peaches while 35 others were employed at loading or 
hauling peaches, or were working in the canning plant (table ). Some large 
families with a number of small children were picking prunes as this work can 
be done by children who cannot handle the ladders used in picking peaches. 
Table l.--Operations performed during survey week by workers surveyed in USDA 
Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, 
Fall 1945. U/ 

Be Pak 

: Number of workers performing cach operations 


Camp and : Sex : Age 
operation Total : Under 18 +: I8-QQ” : Q5-over 


Yuba City 


All operations 181 te: 67 he 105 3h, 
Peach picking Pale Ca Ke DER 10 hoa 13 
Prune picking a5 27 18 19 18 8 
Almond picking ll 8 3 2 8 nh 
Other farm 

operations 17 ch 6 7 8 2 
Processing _ 33 19 1) sed hy 20 9 
Non-agricul- " 

tural 4 - 4 - 2 l 

Westley 

All operations 80 5 45 12 enh 16 
Tomato picking $9 yoke) 16 Trae Lowi) 12 
Walnut picking 5 mn 1 fic> h i 


Tractor, truck 
driving and 


loading hy hi - - h - 
Other farm opera- 

tions 6 - - 6 - 
Processing el & & 14 ms «Bp 4 
Non-agricultural 5 - 5 - 5 - 


- continued - 
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Table li.--Operations performed during survey week by workers surveyed in USDA 
Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, 
Fall 1915, continued. 


Ta RR a TR aT SEY, CITE EE PRS STDS Ta LRT ry Du pe OF ET 0 TEES 
: Number of workers performing each operation: 


Camp and : ex : Age 

operation ‘Un 

Thornton 

All operations 77 | hs Ze 15 49 24 
Tomatoes 39 20 19 8 24 8 
Grapes ey 15 9 5 9 10 
Truck driving 6 6 - 1 h ; 
Processing 6 3 3 ih 3 2 
Non-agricultural e 1 1 - ~ 2 

Winters . 

All operations 6h he 22 6 hé 12 
Tomato picking 17 9 8 ee 14 af 
Walnut harvest 13 8 5 1 8 h 
Almond harvest 5 3 2 - 2 3 
Tractor driving 7 7 - 2 5 a 
Other farm opera-— 

tions 12 9 3 = 12 = : 
Processing 7 4 be - 5 2 
Non-agricultural 4 4 - - 1 S 


1/ Totals for operations are sometimes larger than the total number of workers 
in a camp since some workers engaged in more than one operation during the 


survey week. 


Tomato picking was the type of work most commonly done at the other 
three camps and was reported by approximately half of the workers. Next most 
common was grape picking at the Thornton camp. Unfortunately, too few of the 
camp residents were doing this work to provide adequate data on wages, hours, 
and earnings. Some workers in all camps were picking walnuts or almonds, 
but the number was not large. 


Off-farm employment was rather common among the workers, particularly 
at Yuba City and Westley. Thirty-six of the workers surveyed at Yuba City, 
26 at Westley, 8 at Thornton, and 9 at Winters were doing such work. All but 
three of these workers at Yuba City were employed by canning plants or packin- 
houses and all but 5 at Westley. the remainder worked in stores, did paid 
housework, or other non-agricultural work, 


The classification used for grouping the types of work reported by the 
workers surveyed was as follows: 
Farm operations + all field operations and trucking operations 
when the employer is a farmer and not 4 processor; ; 
Processing - all operations at dehydrators, hop sheds, canning plants, 
frozen food plants, and packing houses, whether on u farm or in town; 


~ 
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Nonagricultural.- nonfarm jobs in. stores, offices, and in such types 
of work as painting and housecleaning, 


Employment and hours of work.--According to reports of the Farm Labor 
Office of the Agricultural Extension Service, es peach harvest in the Yuba 
City area wis 75 percent complete at the eine “the survey; the hop harvest 
had arrived at approximitely the same stage; the almond harvest was lO percent 
complete; and prune, 25 percent, Employment in all these crons, therefore, 
should have been close to its peak at the time of the survey. It might be 
expected that workers then would be employed 6 or 7 days a week and for long 
hours each day. Peach and prune pickers, however, were working an average 
Or See, and 75.0 days yer week respectively, while almond and walnut pickers 
were working 6.1 days (table 5). . Total hours of work per week showed similar 
characteristics, 49 hours for peach pickers, Iii for ~prune pickers, and 53 
for those ee in almonds. Actually, peoacnes must be harvested within a. 
few days after they reach the propor stage of ma Luriey for canning, whereas 
the picking of prun:s can be delayed without loss of fruit, and the timing 
of the harvest of clmonds and walnuts can be even less precise. 


Table 5.--Average time worked by workers in USDA rence Supply Centers at Yuba 
City, Westley, Thornton,: and Winters, California, during-survev week, Fall 
1945. 1/ ? 


Hours per day Days per week 

Camp and operation All workers ale Pemele: All workers Wale Female 
All camps 8.0 8.3 2 Ge sil ay hee 7 Li 7 
Yuba City — : 

All operations o.4 6.5 Bad. uf ore) ares bee 

Peach vicking pet Tie heb <t Siete ary ie 

Prune picking 8,8 8.9 Syst 5.0 5.0 ah 

Other farm operations 7.9 8.62 oe 5,6 5.6 5.8 

Processing 9.5 9.7 Dee@rod ee Bs, ee) 
Westley : 

All operations (Pre 8.2 6.9 : 4 3.9 dys? 

Tomato picking 5.8 Beeld we aantie an TS ae 

Other farm operations 9.8 9.8 eg Mae ee - 

Processing 8.5 -: Bieidy 53 5.7 - OC 
Thornton ¢ 

All operations ee 7 Cone pe Lek 4uT 

Tomatoes | . Lad ee allies hie Le 4.0 

Grapes 6.3 6.3 Gaia 4.8 h.O 3.6 
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Table 5.--Average time worked by workers in USDA Labor Supply Centers at Yuba 
‘City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, during survey week, Fall 
19h5, continued. I/ 


Hours per day ies Days per week 


Camp ar.7 operation All workers Male Female; All workers Male Female 
Winters . 1 ay 
All operations - Sal 8.3 ele hel hed L.3 
Tomato picking 8.1 - - 3: hid - - %y 
Walnut harvest Bits - -~; b.a0 - - 
Other farm operations 8. - - ; hed - - 


Averages for all operations in whic 0 peop engage 
~ been omitted, 

Irregularity of employment of peach pickers even at the rush,season 
may have been associated with the inability of the peach canners to handle all 
the fruit brought to them. this situation has developed during rush periods 
for the last several yoars. *o mest it, canners place the growers on a quota 
basis, and if a grower fills his quota too rapidly he has to lay off his 
workers until the beginning of the next quote period. No such quotas exist in 
the more leisurcaly harvests of prunes, almonds, and walnuts. 

The touch of late season weathor and irregular emoloyment were begin- 
ning to be felt at the other camos when the suryevs were made. In fact, at the 
Thornton ond Winters camps many workers had already left and others were work - 
ing rather irregularly, Three workers at the Westley camp reported that they 
had had no employment during the week. 


Reports of the Farm Labor ffices ,f the Agricultural Extension Service 
indicate that ‘the harvest of grape and tomato crops was only two-thirds con 
plete at the time of the survevs. Yet adverse weathcr conditions had pretty 
well disrupted the harvest employment situation and growers were concerned as 
to how much of the balance of these crops they would be able to salvage. 
Though the usual farm work week in California is either 54 or 6 days, tomato ~ 


pickers at the Westley comp avernuged only 3.5 deys of work during the survey. tee 
week; thos; at Thornton, 11,1; and those. at Winters, ).0. Tho average for ie 
all workers at these camps was only slightly highcr: 1.3 days at Westley; . 
4.5 at Thornton; and 4. days at Winters. “ 


At the Westley camp 50 percent of the male workers were employed for 
3 days or less during the survey wock, and 75 percent were emploved for h 
days or less (table 6). Employment of women at this camo was somewhat more 
regular than for the men largely because a higher proportion of them were 
working at canning plants and packinghouses, 


Employment at the other two camps was much moro regular. Only one in 
five of the malt workers was employed for 4 days or less ond one in three of 
the women. Evidently the rain had not interfercd with their work as much as 
at Westley. 
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Table 6.--Days and hours worked during the survey week by workers at’ USDA. 


Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters; California,’ 


Fall 19/5. 


Time worked 
during week 


Days 
Total 115 
Under 4 ‘4 
b: 
a. - 
h 12 
Ls by 
ue el 
PE 5 
6 Lig 
64 2 
t 5 
Hours 
Total Tes 
Under 20 6 
20.0-29.9 12 
40.0-49.9 Ceo 
hO,0+h:9.9 29 
50.0-59.9 eh 
60.0-over rat 


Days 
7 Total 67 

Under 3 3 
©) B) 
35 2 
4 5 
Lys | 
5 +5 
5 3 
6 26 
6% - 
q 1% 


Yuba .City 
Number Percent 


100 


1 OTs 


100 


Ww é 
At SO] I WIN Sg 


i WN 
Ort @ 


Westley 


Num 


or Percent: 


30. 1/ 100 
1. 3 
8 27 
00 «iY 
I 13 
m 47 


= 
1 PWD YONA 


NN 


- ft op 
more e Of 


tr 


Pe NUR Nee 


Thornton 


M1 


a 


- con 


y Lie + » wy 
Number and proportion of workers: 


* 


Winters 


ror rrnayr 


fs UTR re £§ wy 


heiwn 


tinued - 


Number Percent Number Percent 
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Table 6.+-Days and hours worked during the survey week by workers at USDA 
Labor Supply Centers ‘at Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, 
Fall 1945, continued, - - . 


i Number “nd proportion of workers: 
; a ee en ne re tn ee ce ee te a ES EE a ee 
Time worked Vanadyl Nestley : Thornton : Winters 


during week Number:Percent: Number: Percent; Number:Percont: Number: Percent 
Females f 
Hours 
% 
Total 67 100 sO 1/ 100 25 1/ 100 20 100 
Under 20° 4 5 8 e] 8 Ae 5 15 
20.0-29.9 12 18 e 7 6 ely hy 20 
4020-3929 2 14 ec re 6 eh, 3 15 
hO.0-1)9.9 18 27 13 a h 16 8 10 
50.0-59.9 ay 25 5 16 = e 1 5 
60.0-over 8 ee © - 1 ly 1 5 
17 Some workers did not report hours or days of work so totals are less than 


those given in Table 4. 


Lateness of the season affected the employment situation in yet another 
way. Of the workers surveyed almost 20 percent were emploved in canning plants, 
packinghouses, or other nonfarm jobs. Hither they had already shifted to 
indoor types of work, or they had remained in camp after the field workers had 
left because their nonfarm jobs were of a more permanent nature. 


The largest proportion of the workers were employed on only one farm 
during the survey week (table 7). In fact, only one worker at the Westley 
camp reported working on more than one farm during this time. ‘“orkers at the 
Thornton camp came nearest to being an éxception: 28 worked on only one farm, 
16 on two, and 15 on three farms during the week. 


Table 7.--Number of farms worked on.during survey week by workers in USDA 
Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, 


Fall 195. ie 
Number and proportion of workers: 

Farms worked on : Yuba City : Westley : Thornton 3 Winters ; 

during week ___ dumber: Percent; Number:Fercent : Numoer:Percent: Numben:Percent 
Workers . 

reporting 1331/1400 5 1f 100 59 1/ 100 50 1/ 100 

Orie hs: 107 80 53 98 2e hg hh 88 

Two 13 10 male Sut - 16 27 5 10 

Three - 14 10 l 


Md 15 25 1 . 


my yg 


Rates of pay.--Rates of pay of farm’ workers in this area are either _ 
covered by the WFA general wage regulation or by specific wage-ceiling orders. 
The maximum rate of pay permitted by the general wage regulation is 85 cents 
an hour except to workers who were being paid more than that before December 
1943. Such workers ~- or their successors. in the same job or line of. work -- - 
Cam, 6th tb be: paid at the 1943 rate. This is frequently $1 an hour in rice, 
hay, grain,-and other heavy types of labor. 


Specific wage ceiling: were established in this area for a number of 
operations including the following which were being carried on at the time of 
the survey: peach pickingj 12 cents per box; tomato.picking, 17 cents per box 
for round tomatoes, and 21 cents for pear-shaped tomatoes. The figures re- 
ported by the workers in Table 9 indicate that the ceiling rates had actually 
become base rates and that pisce rates ran from the ceiling rate upward. These 
wage schedules resulted from the tight labor situation that prevailed in the 
area during the 1945 and prior seasons. Growers with the best orchards and 
fields, who would ordinarily be expected to hire labor for less than ceiling 
rates, paid the full ceiling rate, and other growers had to obtain permission 
to pay a higher rate in order to get workers to handle their. crops. 


The area served by these farm labor camps is one of the areas with the 
highest agricultural wage rate in the State. Three factors contribute to this 
situation: (1) it is near the high-wage San Francisco Bay area shipyards and 
defense plants; (2) it is distant from Southern California and Mexico which 
serve as reservoirs of farm labor for the State; and (4) the harvest seasons 
are comparatively short, so premium wages must be ns id to attract workers. 

The most common hourly rates received by those living in the camps were either 
85 cents or $1, with some workers*receiving as much as $1.25 (table 8). “Field 
workers had somewhat higher rates of pay, than those whd worked in canning 
plants, packinghouses, and other food-processing plants. ‘those working in these: 
places generally earned 85 cents an hour or less. 


Table 8.--Number and proportion of workers in USDA Labor Supply Centers at 
Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Ninters, California, who were paid hourly 
rates of specified.amounts, by operation, survey week, Fall 19h5. 


Camo and : ; € er rlyi rates of; 


TOO 2s Lee 


operation 


Yuba City 
Total 62 6 3 yee Cues MT maT 
Percent receiving . . 
each rate |. 100 . 9 5 kee Ts aoe aba - - 
Knocking almonds ideas se - - - - RT PG, = 
Hoeing beans ; hal - - 6 5 - = ne a = 
Load, haul, etc. 6 - BS 4 3 ~ a 3 e is 
Other farm work h ws = af ° & ay = e is 
Processing ce eee 6 is Cee 5 3 1 5 - a 


- continued - 
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Table 8.--Number and proportion of workers in USDA Labor Supply Centers at. 
Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, who were paid hourly. 
rates of specified amounts, by operation, survey week, Fall 1945, continued. 


Camp and Vumber “oT workers with hourly rates of: 
operation : BI 
We st léy 
Total Oe oe = togaed:: eo) - 3 aT ee 9 
Percent receiving id eactioes 
each rate . 100 - - ova, fe) RS D5 ary, boinetinaeat 
Gathering walnuts 5 ~ - S - i“ a es h oe 7, 
Truck and tractor | 
operation h n pa ~ « 2 a 2 i: 1 
Other farm ie) - - ~ - - ~ 3 - 6 
Processing its ~ - Pee kG ~ 3 h - 4 
Thornton 
Total | : a a iy te 2 hy 1: h POET ie 
Percent receiving iis + 
each rate FLele ae Toes - aria twee 9 36 ge a ee 
Driving truck .. | ree - - - ~ 1 - epee ie 
Processing 6 - - “ 2 3 1 A aia - 
Winters 
Tetal 20 - 2 Lea) Sie i) oi 9 ad 2 
Percent receiving Tyna 
each rate ‘ 100 -: 10 B 20s 1 Sn sae 5 - 
Picking walnuts 5 - - - 2 Deiat inige mS 3 ‘ ™ 
Driving tractor. h - - St ener = 5 ae ~- 
Other farm.work: =~ 5 - ermalies etd - en ve) mn ‘a 
Processing onions 6 - 1 ~ 2 1 1 Li aig 


Several comparatively low rates of pav were reported at the Yuba City, 
camp. One young worker reported receiving 65 cents an hour and two others 672 a 
cents; they worked in the local food-processing plants. Over three-fourths 
of the peach pickers reported that they were paid the ceiling rate of 12 cents 
a box (table 9); the rest were paid rates up to 18 cents. Rates per box for . 
picking tomatoes ranged less widely from the wage-ceiling figures of Vy and ca 
cents. ; 


Operations on which no wage ceilings existed showed a still wider range 
of pay rates. Prune pickers were paid from 20 to 35 Bobke @ box, grape pickers. 
from 12 cents to 29 cents, and almond pickers either Bit or’ 54 cents a pound, 


ana tee 
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Table 9.--+Piece rates reported by workers in USDA Labor Supply Centers at 
Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, during survey week, Fall 


1915. 


Operation 
Total of LOO, 
Peach picking $0.12 Box lf 53 - - - fie, 
” w pM Sah ot Laps ia nf ie ei: ee 
1 " lh " 7 ee a ve ny 
1" hi r 15 Y mM ia fe, 2 6 
wv 1] : 16 W h a fe i 6 
z : ae 2 ' 3 - 3 
bai t . 18 "w ) - me 23 3 
Total ) 39 | 100 
Prume picking $0.20 Box 2 - - - 5 
" "w . ne t 2 a as, coe 5 
tt Y : 25 {t 10 set = ae 25 
" " 30 " oh ; ‘h ms a 62 
Ww Y - 35 W 7 es S a 3 
Total 2 39 37 20 100 
‘Tomato picking $0.17 Box 1/ - 10 5 9 25 
Mi if Ba. pc Mir - 16 ) 0 20 
Ae y . “ 19 pr aty BE ate iaede nner gea inn ; 3 e) cn 3 
‘ i cece - 10 20 Ld, h3 
" i] a a 1 " a7 ate 2 9 : va 9 
Total - - ely - 100 
Grape picking # 0.12 Box - . ~ h - 17 
" " huh " * os * x | ‘17 
. A aaa: Na - 10 - he 
" " aie, 2 . bs 2 = 8 
4 10.00 Ton - ~ h - Ly 
Ceiling rates are underscored. elling rates..on picking. tomatoes were 


cents for round varieties and 21 cents for the pear shaped. Reports, did not 
indicate which type the workers were picking. rie 


Porformance.--Figures on output per worker were calculated in two ways: 
(1) by age end sex of worker (table 10) and (2) by the piece rate paid (table 11). 
The former gives some evidence as to tho performance for the operation itself 
and the relative output of women and children as compared with adult male workers. 
The latter serves as a check on the wegeradjustment process under the wage- 
ceiling program. Under this program growers who had lighter yields, or smaller 
or more dofective fruit, or higher trees, or other conditions that reduce the 
output per worker are granted permission to pay a specific rate higher than the 
repular ceiling. If those adjustments are granted fairly and accurately, a worker 


rie 


should be able to earn the same amount in an "adjusted field" as in one that © 
is paying the ceiling rate. 


As to performance on the basis of'age and sex, it is interesting to 
learn how frequontly women.equaled or outperformed the men. In picking peaches 
this: is readily understood as the women ‘frequently pick the ‘lower limbs of a 
tree, either from the ground or by using a short ladder, while the men are 
using longer ladders to pick from the top of the tree. But in other operations 
this advantage does not exist. Yet we find women earning just as much money at 
picking prunes as the men, and the differential in picking. eeoee and ‘tomatoes 
is not large. 


Table 10.--Performance and earnings of workers employed at piece rates at USDA 
Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, 
during survey weck, September-October, 1945. 


peration a umber Workers ; Average earnings 


Grace © '* “réporting 1/ LPS igir hse Se ee Hon ee 
Peach picking (boxes) a 
All workers 69 7.5 56.9 97 | $730 
Males - all ages hé Toby 56.8 ~96 Tas 
1p = dk ) 189 2 hoe 59.0 Ro): aie 
Females - all ages 23 eg 57.0 599.)) Va cutliaate 
18 - hh 19 iD Sige orice E400 ; 7.h0 


Prune picking (boxes) 


All ee 39 enn 16.7 265 5.140. 

Meeks) ceect ||. a 23 2.1 18.0 59 5.00 
Teter a8 aes Ley 14.9 Hh 1.20 
18-45 and over’ pyre: 2,6 21.5 ay pt 590 | 

Females - all ages PoE eal eee .B ” 6,00 


18-5 and over m eel 22.6 £26. scsi mee! 


Tomato picking (boxes) 


All workers 8h, 5,0 38.2 96 7.30 
Males - all ages sa See 38.9 u Tepe ae 
Under 18 — JARS (aid ONE | 27.7. rete fe 5.30 
18 = )); el ' 5.6 mL TOP es Ro 

45 and over Ly oe 


y 13.0 : ae een 8.10 
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Table 10.--Performance and earnings of workers employed at piece rates at USDA 
Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City, Westley, thornton, and Winters, California, 
during survey week, September-October, 19155. continued. 


Average earnings 


psration and Number workers 
unit reporting 1/ 


Tomato picking (boxes) 


Females - all ages _ 26 h.8 3b Hie 6.60 


2c bby . ely 4.9 5942 OL, 6.90 
Picking grapes (box) 17 oo 6.5 4.55 8..50 


No data given as to whether tomatoes were round or Dept cs aped. 

The number picking peaches at a .djusted ratcs was too. small-to provide a 
real basis for a decision.as to the atlequacy of the adjustment process. The: 
earnings of workers paid adjusted rates, however, were approximately the same 
as those of pickers working at the ceiling rate. The former earned 94 cents an 
hour and the latter 97. If no adjustments had been permitted, .the earnings of 
the former group would only. have been 71: Soha Ropae ra he grower could have 
kept them on the job. 


Barnings at tomato picking were rather uniform in bese of the Mr foconden 
in rate... 


Table 11.-~Performance and earnings of workers employed at picce rates according 
to rate paid per unit, USDA Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thorn- 
ton, and Winters, California, during survey, Fall 1945. 


Operation and Number oad 3 é ovcs ae 
rate . - “workers : (Units handled. ©: “Average earnings 
PRR oles ak al ‘Ve S ber Our 6 


Peach picking 


All workers © | 67 7 39 
$.12 per box 53 8.1 60.1 OT 7420 
013 - 18 box Wy 5.9 hae 93. 7.60 
Prune Ate AY a 
All workers 35 | 2.) ioo7 65 Sho 
$.25 per box: — 10 ee7 25.5 65 6.10 
30 per box eh 2.0 16.8 61 5.10 
Tomato picking } 
All workers * SN ae sey ea GVM 96 6.90 
$.17 per box 1 le PEED Korn se 93 6.90: 
.18 per box : 19 Belk 33.3 OF 6.00 
: : - continued - 
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Table 11.--Performance and earnings of workers employed at piece rates according 
to rate paid per unit, USDA Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thorn- 
ton, and Winters, Califormmia, during survey, Fall 1945, continued. 


Operation and Number : . : 
rate workers : Units handled Average earnings 


reporting 1/ : Per hour Per day. ¢ Per hour Per day 


Tomato picking - cont'd 


$.e0 per box - hi: 50 37.2 “99 740 

-2l.per box pnieial Lipa 4403 meus FeO 
Grape picking 

All workers eh. 9.0 59.7 1.28 8.50 


lf Includes only those workers who reported rates of payment, units handled, 
hours and earnings. 


Individual earnings.--Avergge earnings per worker at the Yuba City camp _ ; 


were 87 cents an hour and $7.30 a day. Total earnings for the week averaged 
$38.20. Earnings were affected to some extent by the fact that he of the 
workers were under 18 years of age. These workers earned an average of $29.60 
(table 12). Adult male workers 18 - J, years old averaged 92 cents an hour, 
$7.70 a dav, and $42.0 for the week. 


Adult females did almost as well except that they worked fewer hours. 
They made 88 cents an hour, $7 a day, and $37.90 for the week. 


Average Weekly earnings at the Westley camp were somewhat lower than 
at Yuba City because of the lateness of the season, though higher than weekly 
earnings at the other two. ‘camps because of the large degree of employment at 
canning plants and packinghouses. The average was 97 cents per hour, $7.10 
per day, and $31.70 for the week. None of the women at this camp earned more 
than 50 a week, whereas 20 percent of those at Yuba City had done so, Only - 
18 percent of the men earned more than this amount, compared with 32 percent 
at Yuba City (table 13). Yet average hourly earnings of workers at Westley were 
10 cents an hour higher than at Yuba City. 


Hourly earnings of the workers at the Thornton camp were particularly 
high, $1.22 per hour. This was partially because of high earnings for picking 
grapes which paid an average of $1.35 per hour. Earnings a the week at this 
camp however, were only $30.30. Males earned an average of $1.29 an hour and 
the females $1.10. The weekly earnings showed the result of longer hours of 
work on the part of the men; they earned $2.0 as compared with $27.00 for 
the women. We 


Farm work at Winters was less severely affected by the weather and the 
workers earned an average of $35.70 for the week. Average earnings of workers 
in this camp were reduced somewhat by the fact that some of the workers were 
school children who only worked after school hours. Average earnings of | 
workers under 18 years of age in this camp w ere only li7 cents whereas they 
were but little less than the adult rate at all the other campos. 
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Table 12,--Average earnings of workers in USDA Labor Supply Centers at Yuba 
City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, during survey week, Fall 


19,5. 


Camp and Karnings per hour ; Earnings per day : Harnings per week 
operation ALLO 3 ‘ re ae ee : tas ; 
workers:Male :Female: workers: Male: Female: workers: Male: Female 
Dollars : ’ Dollars : Dollars 
All camps eno M0 se 60. 8.20. y Gs8O: Ss00, .30,00,, A180 
Yuba City | 

Total sof Asis) he! oe (Pia) Len 6.90.5 46.20 49.50 65.90 
Peach picking .98 GO Ae OE i PEO 7s BO 755012 305 70."" 50550" 59540 
Prune picking <f4 VEO Wrictd ty Uos0 a S.20 6.90: 42,20 . 40.50 -.45.10 
Other farm : | : 

operations 86 Ee a Se oe Tele 5.80: 38.30 1.20 33.0 
Processing 85 Se hee tie LO. wa eer Te lO? teeOO-  5SO0a70 \ Sis 90 
Westley 

Total oF Fea HN 3) TDi ror (3 lie ely G7 aa s ot 6.00: 31.70 33.30 29.50 

; 3 : 
Tomato picking 99 SOG oe Se Ge BOS umd) fe90< 20,20 Pl. 50.16 .ho 
Other farm : : 

operations TO id ga eee POE ls! 1, 00 eae. LO ites eU - 
Processing se Se see er Aste: - 6.70: hl.60 - )0.30 
Thornton 

Total Le2On Se F0reL aL On-pee Bg 70m Qy50~r = 'Fs30s S54O~~d2.10 26.00 
Tomato picking “1.08 1.10 1.06 : 7.90 8.30 7.40: 31.90 34.60 29.h0 
Grape picking oa LON Lge] | a e508, 90 7.90: 32.30 35.50 28.10 
Winters : 

Total 099 die OF gO os Boel. Beet 6.803 45. (0 49.10. 29,20 
Tomato picking -90 ~ FTES ee BO aes -: 28.80 - - 
Walnut picking -89 - See 6) LOMO = i OD LO ee es 
Other farm ; : : 

operations 1307 - “Met aides 2195 NN — ot: 40.50 - - 
re 


Earnings by type of - work.--Earnings of prune pickers were the lowest 
of any group in the survey, They earned an average of 73 cents an hour and 
$6.40 a day. Their week's work netted them an average of $32.20. These lower 
earnings are in part due to the many boys and girls hired for this work. Adult 
men, however, made only 80 cents an hour at prune picking and adult women 85 
cents. On the other hand, adult peach pickers earned close to So) ‘en hours Le 


is to be remembered that prune picking is usually done by workers who have large 
families of children who are too young to pick peaches. The family members, by 
their combined efforts, can often make more in prune picking than if only the 
adults, engaged in peach picking. 


$38.70 for the week. The loaders, haulers, and truckers, had approximately the 
same hourly earnings, averaging $1 an hour. 


Grape pickers had the highest hourly earnings, $1.45, but their work was 
so irregular that their total weekly pay envelope had only $32.20 or approxi- 
mately the same amount as earned by the prune pickers. 


Tomato pickers at the three camps earned an average of $1.01 an hour, 
ranging from 90 cents at Winters to $1.08 at Thornton. Daily earnings, however, 
were only $6.90, and weekly earnings $26.50. 


Workers in processing plants did not do so well on an hourly basis as the 
workers in the fields. Their earnings averaged from 85 cents an hour at Yuba 
City to 914 cents at Winters. On the basis of total earnings for the week, 
however, they were from 20 to 50 percent better off than the field workers. On 
the other hand their wages were subject to deductions for Social Security and 
withholding tax, so their "take home" pay was about the same as that of the _ 
field worker. Their average earnings ranged from $l, at Yuba City to $117.50 at 
Winters while field workers were averaging from $26 to $38. 


Too few of the camp workers were engaged’in entirely nonagricultural 
operations to justify making any comparisons. 


Table 13.--Amounts earned during survey week by’workers in USDA Labor Supply 
Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, Fall 195. 


Number and proportion of workers carning specified amounts: 


Group and Yuba City 3° Wwestiey hornton : Winters 
earnings 
Males ° 
Weekly 
Total 11h: 100 LS 100 ST ke 10) 100 LO? i i55.00 
Under $20 20 17 15 33 7 18 5 12 
$20 - 29 ae 10 h 9 8 el 6 LG 
Bk 59 28 2h, ll oh, 7 18 8 20 
LO = 9 DQ ot 17 hors 16 if ee 11 28 
Ba ieoay 17 15 6 13 3 8 5 12" 
2 hicks 6 16 5 12 


60-- over 0 va 7 


~ continued - 
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Table 13.--Amounts earned during survey week by workers in USDA Labor Supply 1a 
Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, California, Fall 19h5} cont'di 


Number and proportion of workers earnings specified amounts: 


Group and Yuba City : westley : Thornton : Winters 


earnings Number: Proportion:Number: Proportion:Number: Proportion:Number:Proportion 
_ Males 
Daily 
Total llh 100 hs 100 38 100 yey aa 4s 
Under $4.00 ly 13 1 2 s Z 3 8 
$4.00-4.99 6 | 6 8... 18 Bowe 5 - - 
5.00-5.99 16 15 Ly 9 + 3 1 3 
6.00-6.99 16 -15 h 9 12 42 h 17 
7.00" 7.9. 7 °TR Dae be. 2 h 2 5 ll 30 
8100-8.99. "17 Chet ote Mall th SA 11 Si 18 6 16 
9.00-over “2h 22 el h7 Wy 37 12 42 
Females 
Weekly 
poe. 62 D860 35 100 28 100 20 100 
Under $20 9 13 ty ho 1. 836 ly 20 
$20 - 29 F aeoooree gph pureereentiusenasy tia D5 Ces dateniunaant oe ei 35 
30 - 39 On 26 8 23 6 21 2 10 
ho - hg 14 18 10 eee 6 ea vit 20 
50 - 59 8 weiagat opal eh’ - dita Nest 15 
60 - over 5 8 - - ~ - - - 
Daily | 
Total 66 1,/' fed eae fe 20 'L/ 100° es 28 100 20 100 
Bader $ii00>. 6 9 ij iG : 5 3 15 
$l4.400-1.99 5 8 us 27 1 mn 1 5 
5.00-5.99 8° 12 sages tah 20 1 My 1 5 
6.00-6.99 17 - 26 Chane. Tel y ly 50 5 25 
7 00r7 oo 12 18 "Y 13 2 7 3 15 
8.00-8.99 . 9 1h wn iy h eh Bi h 20 
9.00-over 9 Wy ve me 3 6 21 3 15 


17 Data on daily earnings not fiven for some workers. 


Family earnings.--Family earnings at the Yuba City camp were considerably 
higher than at the other three. The families there earned an average of $87 
for the survey week while those at Thornton averaged $75.50, at Winters $65, 
and at Westley $60.80 (table 14). At least two factors influenced this fact: 
the Yuba City survey was made earlier in the season when the workers could put 
in more time per week and it was made before school opened and there were more 
families who had five or six workers adding to the family income at the same time. 


-20= 


Each of two families at the Yuba City camp had six workers and four others © 
there had 5 workers. No family at the other camps had-six workers and Westley 
was the only other-.camp with families of five workers.. Three such families were 
surveyed there. At the Yuba City, Thornton, and Winters camps the most usual 
number of workers per family unit was-two. At Westley it was only one. © Differ~-' 
ences in total earnings of the family were not.as great asidifferences in number 
of workers per family unit. Additional workers per family unit generally con- 
tributed less and less to the family income. 


t 
Table ly.--Average earnings per family during survey week by number of workers i 
in family, USDA Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City, Westley, Thornton, and Winters, 
California, September - October, 195. As 
| Yuba City: Westley : Thornton > Winters : 
Number SAVEFARE fe hs :Average : sAverage : sAverage 
workers in Number :weekly :Number :weekly :Number :weekly :Number :weekly . 
family families:earnings:families:earnings:families:earnings:families:earnings 
Families 
reporting 78 $ 87.00 31. $60.90 oy $ 75.50 . 3e $ 65.00 
1 20 50.60 16 13.10 10 60s20 5 10017 0.10 
2 32 87.90 12 76.00 100 42/0 47? 20 ae 65.10 
3 15 97.10 ‘ 8h,..90 Be Srey mes 146.90 
h 5 141.40 eo. 57.30 5 115.30 i 67300 
2 4 14h. 50 3. 63.50 - - + 


os 111.00 


Vages for one were 
not recorded. 
2/ One family's earnings not reported. Average on basis 10 families whose 


earnings were reported. 


Families with only one worker had average earnings of only $h0.10 at 
Winters as compared to $60.15 at Thornton during the same week. Three families 
with three workers each at Winters earned an average of $146.90, which was more 
than the average earnings of any of the families at Yuba City having four, five, 
or six workers. 


On the basis of percentage of families who made given amounts, the disparity | 
between earnir&’s at Yuba City and. the other camps is apparent. Only 6 percent of 
the families at Yuba City had earnings of less than $0 while 20 percent of the 4 
families at the other camps had carmings of less than that amount (table 15)... At. i 
the other extreme, 22 percent of the Yuba City families had total earnings for... 
the week in excess of $120 as compared with only 6 percent at the other camps. 


- 
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Table 15.--Amounts earned by families during survey week, by number of workers 
in family, USDA Labor Supply Centers at Yuba City; Westley, Thornton, and Winters, 
Califomia, Fall 19h5. 


Number Number families with weekly earnings: 
workers in All Uden i0,00-- $60.00- §80.00- $100.00 $120.00 
family families $0,00 59.00 79.00 99.00 ~119,00 and over 


Yuba City 


4 Total Marya! 5 a 16 on cas iyi 

Percent 100 a 19 el 18 lh 22 
1 20 3 9 7 1 £ . 
2 32 1 2 9 8 8 h 
y) 15 1 5 = s) 2 h, 
h 5 - i - = - mn 
5 mt - - - - : hy 
6 2 - - - - a 
Westley, Thornton, Winters af 

Total 99 19 41 17 Ne Lh 6 

Percent » 100 20 41 ge 15 Le 6 
l 36 1 19 3 3 - - 
= ie) 7 8 i 10 6 2 
2 12 1 1 ¢ 1 h 2 
h 8 - 2 2 1 i 2 
2 > - b 2 - © ie 
All camps V 

Total 1/7 25 Li6 45 ego ee 24 

Percent 100 ly 26 19 16 2 13 
1 56 1h. 28 10 hy ~ ~ 
2 73 9 10 16 18 iy 6 
2 27 2 h 3 6 6 6 
i 13 : 3 2 1 1 6 
2 7 = 1 2 - - hh 
6 2 - - - ve 1 i 


i/ Unweighted totals. 


Perquisites.--As these workers were housed in a Government camp which 
Provided SGckiNe Teeilitics, their employers did not supply housing or meals to 
the workers. A few supplied transportation to and from work. Six workers at 
Yuba City Camp reported receiving transportation to field jobs, 7 at Westley, 1 
at Thornton, and 10 at ijinters. Nineteen canning plant workers at the Westley camp 
reported that transportation was supplied to them. ‘ihether employers supply trans- 
portation depends on several factors: (1) the distance of the farm from the place 
where the workers are housed; (2) keenness of competition for the local labor supply; 
(3) local customs, including policies of gasoline rationing boards; and (4) the 
proportion of workers who have suitable transportation of their own. 
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